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to extend unemployment benefits to 
people who are out of work. 

It is the same old story, and it has 
been going on for decades in this coun-
try—big shots get in trouble, and you 
give them an aspirin, fluff up the pil-
low, put them to bed, and ask if there 
is anything else you can do for them. 
Ordinary folks get in trouble, lose their 
job through no fault of their own, and 
then when push comes to shove, they 
are told: You know what, we just can-
not agree. Your unemployment insur-
ance has run out. Get along. Tough 
luck. I find that unbelievable. 

Let me go back. The fact is, we have 
budget deficits. They are serious, and 
they are unsustainable. We have to 
deal with them, there is no question 
about that. But it is important for us 
to understand how all of this happened. 

Now we come to this moment, and we 
choose to say that unemployment in-
surance is where we are going to make 
the stand. Help for people who have 
lost their jobs—that is where we are 
going to make the stand. 

It was 10 years ago on the floor of 
this Senate when we were told: We 
have the first budget surplus in 30 
years, and they expect budget sur-
pluses as far as the eye can see. 

President Bush came to town and 
said: We are going to give large tax 
cuts, and we are going to give the big-
gest tax cuts to the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. If you earn $1 million, guess 
what, we are going to give you some-
thing very special. You get an $80,000 
tax cut a year. 

I said: I will not support that. Let’s 
be a little conservative. What if we do 
not have these budget surpluses in the 
outyears? What if they do not exist? 

They said: Don’t worry about that, it 
will be fine. 

They drove through a tax cut that 
benefited the wealthiest Americans. 
Then we were in a recession. Then 9/11, 
a war in Afghanistan, a war in Iraq, 
and then supplemental after supple-
mental request to increase defense 
spending, none of it paid—none of it— 
all of it emergency. 

Then at the end of that period, when 
the biggest financial firms ran this 
country into the ditch, the question 
was, What is going to happen to this 
economy? We were told: Now you have 
to have a $700 billion bailout for the 
biggest institutions in the country. 
That was done. Nobody paid for that. 
That was all ladled right on top of the 
debt. But today, in this ‘‘let them eat 
cake’’ moment, we are told: No, no, 
let’s just let unemployment insurance 
expire. Just let it expire. It will be fine. 

It will be fine for everybody in this 
Chamber who wears a suit and claims 
it will be fine because they are not un-
employed. But what about those people 
who are unemployed and are right at 
the cusp of losing their home? They 
have lost their job. They have lost 
hope. The only thing that keeps them 
going to pay the rent and to pay for 
food and to try to help their kids is the 
unemployment insurance while they 

are looking for a job. And this Congress 
has people who stand up to say: We will 
not allow them to extend unemploy-
ment insurance, even after they voted 
to give $700 billion to the biggest finan-
cial firms in America that ran the 
country into this big economic wreck 
we have had. I do not understand that 
at all. How do you go home and tell 
people that is what your priority is? 
How do you do that? 

If there is anything that ought to 
represent a priority for us, it is to say 
to those who are the most vulnerable 
in our society, those who have lost 
their jobs with a recession they did not 
create, those who are looking for work 
in the morning and cannot find it, 
those who now have no income because 
they have lost their jobs, probably lost 
their homes, and many of them lost 
hope—we say to them: It will be fine; 
you do not need this money to get 
along. 

Unemployment insurance is just 
that—it is insurance. That is why it is 
called insurance. Every one of their 
paychecks while they were working 
paid for a portion of this. I just cannot 
believe that this afternoon we would 
decide it is not a priority for us to help 
the most vulnerable in this country, 
especially during this period in which 
we have just ladled money out the door 
in terms of tens and tens of billions of 
dollars in emergency funding for al-
most everything. 

I held 20 hearings on the issue of 
waste, fraud, and abuse in contracting 
in the war in Iraq. They threw money 
away. In fact, not just threw it away, 
they actually loaded $100 bills on pal-
lets and sent them over in C–130s and 
shoveled them out the back of pickup 
trucks, for God’s sake, wasting tax-
payers’ money. I did not hear anybody 
stand up on the floor and say: Here is 
where we draw the line. No, you draw 
the line with the most vulnerable peo-
ple. You won’t notice you don’t have 
the funds to buy your food, pay your 
rent, or for your kids. 

We have more responsibility than 
this, in my judgment. I hope by the end 
of this afternoon we will decide to meet 
that responsibility. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 4851 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that, at a time to 
be determined by the majority leader 
following consultation with the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate proceed to Cal-
endar No. 323, H.R. 4851, and that when 
the bill is considered, it be under the 
following limitations: that general de-
bate on the bill be limited to 2 hours, 
with all time equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or 
their designees; that the only amend-
ments in order be the following, with 
no motions to commit in order, and 
that the amendments be subject to an 

affirmative 60-vote threshold; that if 
the amendments achieve that thresh-
old, then they be agreed to and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; that if they do not achieve that 
threshold, then they be withdrawn: 
Baucus amendment, partial offset; 
McConnell or designee, full offset; that 
debate on each amendment be limited 
to 60 minutes each, with the time 
equally divided and controlled in the 
usual form; that upon disposition of 
the listed amendments, the bill, as 
amended, if amended, be read a third 
time and the Senate then proceed to 
vote on passage of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. COBURN. Madam President, 

under this scenario, we will pass this 
bill and add to the debt. Because of 
that, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I regret 
that my Republican colleagues have 
once again objected to giving out-of- 
work Americans the unemployment 
and health benefits they need. 

Since they have evidently forgotten, 
I remind them that unemployment is 
high in every one of our States—it is 
over 13 percent in Nevada—and 10 per-
cent nationwide. 

I understand that Republicans are 
upset they didn’t get their way. I know 
they are disappointed that Democrats 
have listened to the American people, 
and that we succeeded in finally deliv-
ering the change our citizens have de-
manded and deserved for decades. 

But Republicans should not take out 
their anger on the least fortunate, 
which is exactly what they are doing 
by objecting to these extensions. They 
should not kick the unemployed while 
they are down. 

Several Republicans said this week 
that after health reform became law, 
they would retaliate by not cooper-
ating with Democrats for the rest of 
this year. I will trust the American 
people to judge whether that threat 
was made in their best interests or in 
the interests of a political party. 

So far, Republicans have made good 
on that promise by refusing to let com-
mittees meet—including, inexplicably 
and inexcusably, a committee hearing 
yesterday on police training in Afghan-
istan. 

Republicans then offered amend-
ments to the final health bill on such 
irrelevant topics as gay marriage and 
foreign embassies. 

And now they are using the unem-
ployed as political pawns. They even 
objected to holding a vote on their own 
proposal for this extension. 

That is such an unfortunate posture, 
and such an irresponsible response. 

Let us put the other side’s newfound 
principles in perspective: 

They refuse to pay the bill for two 
ongoing wars. 

They refuse to pay the bill for enti-
tlement expansions, like their prescrip-
tion drug program. 
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